HITACHI

March 17, 2017

The Honorable John A. Barrasso
Chairman, U.S. Senate Committee on
Environment & Public Works
Washington D.C. 20510

The Honorable Cory A. Booker
359 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington D.C. 20510

The Honorable Shelley Moore Capito
172 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington D.C. 20510

The Honorable Michael D. Crapo
239 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington D.C. 20510

The Honorable Debra S. Fischer
454 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington D.C. 20510

The Honorable James M. Inhofe
205 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington D.C. 20510

The Honorable Joseph Manchin I
306 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington D.C. 20510

The Honorable Sheldon Whitehouse
530 Hart Senate Office Building

" Washington D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Barrasso, and Senators Booker, Capito, Crapo, Fischer, Inhofe, Manchin, and
Whitehouse:

On behalf of GE Hitachi Nuclear Energy (GEH), an alliance between the General Electric Company
(GE) and Hitachi Ltd., nuclear reactor technology vendors with over 100 years of combined
experience, | write to express our support for S. 512, the Nuclear Energy Innovation and
Modernization Act (NEIMA). We were proud to support NEIMA during the 114t Congress and are
happy to once ogain support this important legislation.

In 1957, GE connected the first commercial nuclear reactor to the electric grid and we have
continued to pioneer innovative technologies and deliver critical services to our customers ever
since. Underpinning our success is a safety culture that informs every decision we make. We are
proud to work with the Nuclear Regulatory Commission {NRC) to develop and license our technology
and ensure proper deployment of our products.
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to minimize costs to its customers without jeopardizing safety. Further, as global power demand
increases, the industry is ready to deliver the next generation nuclear reactor— producing carbon-
free power, with less waste. However, unless the NRC modernizes its licensing processes to better
accommodate the unigue licensing needs of advanced reactors, these breakthrough technologies
may never be developed or deployed.

GEH is convinced that the Act sirikes a proper balance by reforming the Commission's fee structure,
and modernizing its licensing processes, while ensuring the Commission remains properly funded so
it may carry out its critical mission. First, by amending the NRC's fee structure, NEIMA ensures that
the user-fees collected from industry are properly allocated to industry requested activities such os
licensing and permitting. Second, by reforming the NRC fee recovery system, the Act ensures the
existing operating fleet does not bear a disproportionate burden of NRC fees as older units are
retired. Finally, recognizing the need for a distinct licensing framewaork for advanced reactors, the Act
estoblishes an appropriate risk-informed, performance-bosed licensing process, with certain
advanced reactor programs excluded from the Commission’s fee recovery mandate.

GEH is committed to deveioping and delivering cutting-edge nuclear technologies and services to
power the world sofely. Once enacted, NEIMA would reform and modernize the Commission so we
can compete more effectively in a global morketplace without compromising that commitment, and
continue to lead the world in nuclear innovation.

Sincerely,

President and CEQ
GE Hitachi Nuclear Energy



