
EPW DRINKING WATER HEARING OPENING REMARKS 

Thank you, Chair Capito, for your focus on improving 

community water infrastructure, and for your hard work on the 

water provisions in the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law that we are 

talking about today. 

 

I thank the witnesses for being here to discuss this important 

topic.  Senator Whitehouse couldn’t be here today, but I am 

happy to step in for him in my role as Ranking Member of the 

Fisheries, Water, and Wildlife Subcommittee.   

 

Reliable access to safe drinking water is a right, not a privilege.  

We all understand that we cannot survive without safe and 

reliable supplies of water.   

 

And yet there are far too many communities in California and 

across the country that struggle with old, dilapidated water 

infrastructure and lead pipes.   

 

These systems need to be brought into the 21st century. 

 

We don’t use lead in our water service lines anymore because 

we now know there is there is no safe level of lead in our water.  

Lead can cause fertility problems for men and women, high 

blood pressure, nervous system disorders, memory issues, and 

decreased kidney function.    

 

Lead exposure is especially dangerous for children.  It can cause 

children to suffer from lowered IQ, behavior problems, slowed 

growth, and hearing issues. 
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We have known all this for a while now.  It is why the U.S. 

government has invested so much money — on a bipartisan 

basis — on lead abatement.  

 

Yet more than nine million lead service lines run through 

communities across America.   

 

These pipes aren’t cheap to find, remove, and replace – but I can 

tell you this: it remains absolutely necessary that we do so. 

 

It is not optional. It is not something to be cut.    

 

Water systems across America are also grappling with the 

pervasive challenge of PFAS contamination.  Yorba Linda, 

California, is home to the largest PFAS water treatment plant in 

the country, and California’s water utilities have been ahead of 

the curve when it comes to investing in PFAS filtration.  But our 

utilities, especially the ones in California’s rural areas, 

desperately need federal support to adequately address PFAS 

and other contaminants. 

 

Aging water infrastructure not only threatens our public health; 

it also threatens our national and economic security.   

 

According to the EPA, there are more than 150,000 public 

drinking water systems in America.  The U.S. Government 

Accountability Office has warned us that they are all facing 

increasing cybersecurity-related risk.  These water systems tell 

Congress all the time that they are having to defend against 

consistent cybersecurity threats and attacks from nation-states 

like China and Iran as well as from rogue cybercriminals.  A 
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successful large-scale attack could have tragic and catastrophic 

results. 

 

Californians know that the United States is currently the global 

leader in AI innovation and development.  We want to keep it 

that way.  But it takes hundreds of billions of gallons of clean 

water – not to mention a lot of energy – to run data centers and 

manufacture microchips in the U.S. each year.  If we do not 

provide the necessary support to ensure America has a modern 

water infrastructure system, we risk ceding our economic and 

technological dominance to China. 

 

Much of our nation’s drinking water infrastructure is in need of 

repair or replacement, and the EPA estimates that we will need 

to invest at least $625 billion over the next 20 years to bring it 

up to par.  Wastewater and stormwater systems will need 

another $630 billion. 

 

The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law invested over $50 billion in 

our water.  Thanks to this committee’s work, communities are 

able to access financial support for water infrastructure that was 

previously out of reach through mechanisms like principal 

forgiveness or grants.  

 

Finally, I would be remiss if I did not emphasize that this is why 

we need a high-functioning Environmental Protection Agency.  

The current administration has fired hundreds of EPA 

employees without cause, and it is reportedly trying to fire 

potentially thousands more.  The Administrator has also clearly 

stated his intent to submit a huge budget cut to Congress. 

 



EPW DRINKING WATER HEARING OPENING REMARKS 

We need experts at the EPA to implement funding for water 

infrastructure; to write reasonable, science-based protective 

standards that keep contaminants out of our water; and to work 

with states and communities to ensure our water systems are 

ready to face modern challenges, especially as a changing 

climate puts added stress on water systems across the nation.     

 

The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law was a great start in providing 

needed investments to our community water systems.  But it 

must be just that: the start.  

 

To support healthy, thriving communities and global economic 

leadership, we must come together, as we have before, to deliver 

on this fundamental need.  


