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May 3, 2018

The Honorable Scott Pruitt
Administrator

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20004

Dear Administrator Pruitt:

We write to request information regarding EPA’s decision to sign a Cooperative Research and
Development Agreement (CRADA) with Water-Gen, a company whose representatives you met
with in Washington, DC at the request of Sheldon Adelson. Your planned (but cancelled)
February, 2018 trip to Israel appears to have included a public announcement of EPA support for
Water-Gen.

Water-Gen, an Israeli company owned by Russian-Israeli billionaire Mikhael Mirilashvili, claims
to be able to produce potable water out of air, and has been touted by Israeli Prime Minister
Binyamin Netanyahu' and Alan Dershowitz.> Sheldon Adelson, a longtime donor to Republican
causes in which you been involved, brought this company to your attention in 2017. Mr.
Adelson is the billionaire owner of the Las Vegas Sands Corporation. He has also been a donor
to the Republican Attorneys General Association (RAGA), an organization you formerly headed.
Las Vegas Sands gave RAGA $1,501,269 during the 2014 election cycle, and $755,000 during
the 2016 election cycle.?

Water-Gen’s American CEO, Ed Russo, has been a consultant to the Trump Organization since
2001 and is the author of a book entitled “Donald J. Trump: An Environmental Hero.”* It is our
understanding that Mr. Russo personally delivered Water-Gen’s system to EPA’s Cincinnati
office for evaluation. Information received by our offices from both current and former EPA
employees reveals that scientific, legal and procedural concerns were raised by a number of
individuals involved in the CRADA award.

!https://www.haaretz.com/us-news/epa-signs-agreement-with-israeli-company-recommended-by-adelson-
1.5957455

? https://www.timesofisrael.com/at-aipac-dershowitz-pulls-water-out-of-thin-air/

3 https://www.opensecrets.org/527s/527cmtedetail_contribs.php?cycle=2016&ein=464501717. During that period
you served in leadership positions at RAGA and its associated 501(c)(4) Rule of Law Defense Fund. Until recently,
Samantha Dravis, former general counsel and policy director for RAGA, served as your senior counsel and
Associate Administrator for Policy at EPA. https://www.linkedin.com/in/samanthadravis/

% https://www.eenews.net/stories/ 1060046222

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



Below is a timeline of events as we understand them:

March 29, 2017: According to public copies of your calendar, you held two meetings with
representatives of Water-Gen, including Maxim Pasik, its executive chairman, at the request of
Sheldon Adelson. We have been informed that the company left a prototype of its water
purification system in your office. An EPA official also told our staffs that you said that you
wished to evaluate the technology to determine whether residents living near Superfund sites
whose drinking water might be contaminated® could be provided with Water-Gen systems in lieu
of bottled water.

May 10, 2017: According to copies of your calendar, you met with representatives of Water-
Gen.

June 13, 2017: Following a meeting at EPA that included Albert “Kel” Kelly, until recently
your senior advisor, and other individuals in EPA’s Offices of General Counsel and Water,
EPA’s Office of Research and Development was asked to fund a project to validate Water-Gen’s
system for potential deployment in lieu of bottled water in disaster response or other scenarios
because of your interest in the technology. EPA career staff did not understand what statutory
authority existed for engaging in the validation of what they referred to as a “glorified de-
humidifier” or “magic water machine” simply because you were interested in the technology.

June 2017: Ed Russo, the U.S. CEO of Water-Gen,® delivered a prototype system to EPA’s
Cincinnati Research and Development Laboratory’.

September 12, 2017: EPA put out a notice® seeking non-federal partners for “a Cooperative
Research and Development Agreement to investigate the potential use of atmospheric water
generators in expanding the availability of water during shortages, contamination events, and
other interruptions of service.” We have been told by current and former EPA staff that this
notice was issued because EPA’s career staff were uncomfortable using EPA funds to validate a
single company’s technology absent a public selection process, particularly when, by their
estimation, about 70 other similar systems exist on the market.

January 2018: EPA reportedly® signed'® a CRADA with Water-Gen to evaluate its water
purification system, although the CRADA wasn’t publicly announced until March 2018!!. In
addition to validating the technology, EPA career staff were instructed to undertake a
comparison of the costs and operational challenges associated with using Water-Gen’s
technology to those associated with using bottled water during situations when potable drinking
water is not otherwise available.

3 http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/post-tribune/news/ct-ptb-east-chicago-one-year-later-st-0723-20170721-
story.html

¢ http://watergenusa.com/executive-team/edward-r-russo/

7 https://www .epa.gov/aboutepa/cincinnati-oh-lab-office-research-and-development

® https://www.epa.gov/sciencematters/epa-research-september-12-2017

% https://www.wsj.com/articles/sheldon-adelson-facilitated-epa-connection-for-israeli-firm-1522204212

1° hitps://www.politico.com/story/2018/03/28/sheldon-adelson-scott-pruitt-epa-447497

' https://www.eenews.net/stories/ 1060077833



February 10, 2018: According to EPA documents obtained by our offices, several members of
your Personal Security Detail, including its leader, Nino Perrotta, traveled to Israel in advance of
your planned February 17, 2018 trip to Israel.

February 17-23, 2018: According to a draft itinerary of your trip to Israel obtained by our
offices (attached), you and several members of your staff planned to travel there. You were
scheduled to participate in a number of tours and other meetings that do not appear to directly
relate to your job as EPA Administrator, including tours of the Old City of Jerusalem and several
churches in Capernaum, a meeting with an Israeli Supreme Court Justice and tour of Israel’s
Supreme Court, and a meeting with Israeli Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu. You were also
scheduled to participate in several meetings and tours that were related to drinking and
wastewater treatment technologies and other environmental matters, including a planned public
announcement of EPA’s Water-Gen CRADA. The trip was cancelled, despite the fact that your
advance team was already in Israel, due to revelations regarding your exorbitant spending on
travel.'?

So that we can better understand the manner in which EPA decided to fund Water-Gen’s
technology, as well as the role Mr. Adelson or other non-governmental officials played in the
CRADA and your planned Israel trip, please provide, by close of business on May 25, 2018, the
following:

1. All documents (including but not limited to emails, correspondence, memos, cost
estimates, receipts for actual incurred expenses, and calendar items) related to your
planned trip to Israel.

2. All documents (including but not limited to emails, correspondence, memos, cost
estimates, receipts for actual incurred expenses, technical assessments or evaluations and
legal analysis) related to EPA’s Water-Gen CRADA or other efforts to provide funding
or other support to Water-Gen.

Thank you very much for your attention to this important matter. If you or members of your staff
have further questions, please feel free to ask them to contact Michal Freedhoff at the Committee
on Environment and Public Works at (202) 224-8832, or Dan Dudis with Senator Whitehouse’s
staff at 202-224-2921.

Sincerely yours,

Sheldon Whitehouse
Ranking Memb United States Senator

12 https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2018/02/18/under-fire-for-travel-expenses-pruitt-
cancels-trip-to-israel/?utm_term=.98c9f18306ae
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US EPA Administrator, Scott Pruitt
February 17-23, 2018

ISRAEL
Control Officer Security Control Officer
Chuck Ashley Dan Bluestein
Environment, Science & Technology, and Regional Security Officer
Health Affairs Officer U.S. Embassy in Tel Aviv

U.S. Embassy in Tel Aviv

Office: +972 3-519-7399
Office: +972-3-519-7478 Email: BluesteinD@state.gov
E-mail: ashleych@state.gov

Embassy:
Main: +972 3-519-7575
Post One (after hours): +972 3-519-7551

Hotel :

King David Hotel

23 King David St. ConGen:

Jerusalem, 94101 RSO: Jason Watson - +972-50-204-2619
Hotel Tel. +972-2-6208888 0ld City Guide: Olga Romanova - +972-50-
Website: 209-2112
https://www3.danhotels.com/JerusalemHotels/ Main: +972-2-622-7230
KingDavidJerusalemHotel Post One (after hours): +972-2-622-6987

Notional Schedule

Saturday, February 17

11:32 Depart DCA on UA 3478 (Pruitt, Ryan, Ferguson, Daniell, and Smith)
12:33 Arrive Newark
16:15 Depart Newark on UA 84

Sunday, February 18

09:35 Arrive Tel Aviv (Pruitt, Ryan, Ferguson, Daniell, and Smith)

February 16, 2018, 9:30 a.m. EST
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09:35 Customs Processing
10:00 Depart for King David Hotel
11215 Arrive at King David Hotel, check in, Executive Time
14:15 Meeting with Ambassador Friedman at King David Hotel, room TBD
14:45 Depart King David Hotel for Jaffa Gate
15:00 Tour of Old City
POC: ConGen Guide Olga Romanova, +972-50-209-2112
17:15 Depart Dung Gate for King David Hotel
17:30 Arrive King David Hotel
18:00 Depart King David Hotel for Dinner, location: TBD
18:30 Dinner
20:30 Depart for King David Hotel
RON:

King David Hotel

23 King David St.
Jerusalem, 94101

Hotel Tel. +972-2-6208888

Website: https://www3.danhotels.com/J erusalemHotels/KingDavidJerusalemHotel

Monday, February 19

09:00 Depart for Meeting with retired Israeli Supreme Court Justice Elyakim Rubinstein

09:30 Meeting with retired Israeli Supreme Court Justice Elyakim Rubinstein
POC: Natatlie Kimhi, +972-50-625-5933

10:30 Tour of the Israeli Supreme Court
10:50 Depart for King David Hotel
11:20 Executive Time

February 16,2018, 9:30 a.m. EST
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12:30

13:45

14:10

14:40

15:45

16:15

16:30

17:30

18:00

18:30

19:00

20:30

21:00

Working Lunch with Minister of Environmental Protection Zeev Elkin, location:
Ambassador’s Garden Room, King David Hotel
POC: Adam Schalimtzek, +972-50-623-3136
e Discuss cooperation on innovative technologies, rule of law, water quality
management, remediation, marine litter, and other priority areas.

Delivery of GMI letter, signing of joint communique, location: Ambassador’s
Garden Room, King David Hotel

Signing Ceremony of EPA- Israeli Ministry of Environmental Protection
Memorandum of Understanding with Israeli Minister of Environmental Protection
Zeev Elkin, location: Reading Room, King David Hotel

POC: Gitit Pincas, +972-52-545-4661

Depart for Site Visit to Hagihon Jerusalem Region Water and Wastewater Utility

Site Visit to Hagihon Jerusalem Region Water and Wastewater Utility
POC: Dani Sosnovitch, +972-53-743-5295
e Highlight the innovative technologies used by Hagihon and its
cooperation with New York City on water issues

Depart for Roundtable with Israeli Government and Private Sector Stakeholders
on Environmental Rule of Law and the Knesset, location: Knesset

Arrive at the Knesset

Roundtable with Israeli Government and Private Sector Stakeholders on
Environmental Rule of Law

POC: Adam Schlalimtzek, +972-50-623-3136

e Discuss opportunities to advance the rule of law on environmental matters

Tour of Knesset
POC: [MFA will send this info]

Attend Knesset Plennary Session during which Administrator Pruitt will be
recognized

Depart for Dinner, location: TBD
Dinner
Depart for King David Hotel

Arrive King David Hotel

February 16, 2018, 9:30 a.m. EST
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RON:

King David Hotel

23 King David St.

Jerusalem, 94101

Hotel Tel. +972-2-6208888

Website: https://www3.danhotels.com/JerusalemHotels/KingDavidJerusalemHotel

Tuesday, February 20

10:00 Depart for Meeting with CEO of Israeli Innovation Authority (IIA), location: IAA
Office in Airport City, Room: Newton 405

10:45 Meeting with Israel Innovation Authority (IIA) CEO Aharon Aharon
POC: Les Abelson, +972-50-216-3144

e To promote environmental innovation and collaboration in and between
the US and Israel.

11:30 Depart for Shafdan Water Recycling Plant, location: Rishon LeZion, Room: 2™
Floor Conference Room

12:00 Briefing on operations of the Shafdan Water Recycling Plant
POC: Yossi Yaacoby, +972-50-574-8733

12:30 Working Lunch with Minister of Energy Yuval Steinitz, including two short
presentations by Israeli water technology companies
POC: Riki Mor, +972-50-631-2680

13:30 Tour of Shafdan Water Recycling Plant and Visit to Mekorot Water Technology
Accelerator
o Feature the “miracle” of Israel’s success in wastewater recycling for
irrigation
e Share emerging work on pharmaceuticals in wastewater streams
e Receive information on project accelerator work with U.S. cities

14:00 Depart for Sorek Water Desalination Plant Site Visit, location: Visitors Center

14:30 Sorek Water Desalination Plant Site Visit
POC: Hila Koren, +972-52-429-9731

15:45 Depart for Roundtable Discussion on Innovative Water Technologies hosted by
Tel Aviv University, location: Itzhak Alfred Guttman Administration Bldg, Room
308

16:30 Roundtable Discussion on Innovative Water Technologies hosted by Tel Aviv
University

February 16, 2018, 9:30 a.m. EST
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POC: Anat Halevy, +972-52-828-2886 and Zach Fenster, +972-52-748-3799

17:45 Walk to Auditorium

17:50 EPA- WaterGen Cooperative Research and Development Agreement (CRADA)
Announcement

18:30 Depart lfor Dinner, location: TBD

19:15 Dinner

21:00 Depart for King David Hotel

22:00 Arrive at King David Hotel

RON:

King David Hotel

23 King David St.
Jerusalem, 94101
Hotel Tel. +972-2-6208888

Website: https://www3.danhotels.com/JerusalemHotels/KingDavidJerusalemHotel

Wednesday, February 21

07:30 Depart for Nof Yam Remediation Site Visit, location: adjacent to Apollonia
National Park near Hertzliya

09:15 Nof Yam Remediation Site Visit
POC: Omer Cohen, +972-53-335-0757
o Highlight current and possible future collaboration between EPA and
MEP by showcasing Israeli efforts to remediate a site contaminated by
military operations to convert for housing, industry and other purposes

10:15 TBC - Depart for Jaffa or King David Hotel

11:00 TBC — Quick stop at Abulafia Bakery at 7 Yefet St, Jaffa

12:15 Arrive King David Hotel, Executive Time

12:30 Private Lunch TBD

14:45 Meeting with U.S. Ambassador Friedman, location: King David Hotel, room TBD

February 16, 2018, 9:30 a.m. EST
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15:00 Depart for Meeting with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, location: Prime
Minister’s Office, 3 Kaplan St, Jerusalem
15:20 Arrive at Prime Minister’s Office
1.5:30 Courtesy Meeting with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
(with participation of US Ambassador Friedman and Minister Elkin)
POC: [MFA will send info]
16:30 Depart for Clean Energy Roundtable, location: King David Hotel, Olive Room
17:00 Clean Energy Roundtable with Ministers TBD, and Power Utility and
Environmental Technology Representatives
POC: Adam Schalimtzek, +972-50-623-3136
e Using technology to address environmental challenges from emissions of
mercury, NOx, SOx, and particulate matter
18:00 Executive Time
18:15 Depart for Private Dinner in Old City of Jerusalem, location: Hatamid Street 6
18:45 Private Dinner
20:45 Depart for King David Hotel
21:15 Arrive at King David Hotel
RON:
King David Hotel

23 King David St.

Jerusalem, 94101

Hotel Tel. +972-2-6208888

Website: https://www3.danhotels.com/JerusalemHotels/KingDavidJerusalemHotel

Thursday, February 22

06:30 Luggage Call — all luggage must be in lobby by this time
07:00 Depart for Port of Haifa

09:00 Sustainable Ports Site Visit to the Port of Haifa

POC: Nurit Stork, 050-623-3352 and Rani Amir, 050-623-3050

February 16, 2018, 9:30 a.m. EST
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e Highlight possible cooperation between EPA and Israeli counterparts on
marine litter and sustainable ports issues by seeing the Port of Haifa’s
efforts to green the Port

o View the Port from rooftop of government building (Sail Tower) to gain an
understanding of the infrastructure and environmental challenges

e Boat tour of the Port

11:45 Depart for Lunch, location: Eatalino dalla Costa, Ha Aliya Ha Shinya St. 96
12:00 Lunch at Eatalino dalla Costa
13:15 Depart to Sea of Galilee, location: Capernaum and other locations
14:30 Tour of Galilee Region
e Capernaum
e  Church of Peter’s Primacy
o Church of the Muiltiplication
e  Church of the Beatitudes

16:00 Depart for Dinner, location: TBD in Tel Aviv

18:15 Dinner

20:00 Depart for Tel Aviv Airport

20:45 Arrive at Tel Aviv Airport

21:10 Farewell Meeting with Minister of Environmental Protection Zeev Elkin,

location: Arbel Lounge, Ben Gurion Airport
POC: Rachel Gur, +972-50-843-8948

23:10 Depart Tel Aviv on UA 91

Friday, February 23

04:35 Arrive Newark
06:05 Depart Newark on UA 4831
07:35 Arrive IAD

February 16, 2018, 9:30 a.m. EST



Israel Do’s and Don’ts

Millions of people travel to Israel each year. The Middle Eastern country relies on tourism as a
major part of its economy. There is much to see in Israel, including many historical and religious
sites, seemingly endless museum options, archaeological sites and even sunny beaches. Although
Israel does have many similarities to the United States, a place where a large portion of the
tourists in Israel come from, there are still some cultural differences that require proper etiquette
from outsiders. The following dos and don’ts apply to visitors:

Do’s

e Do Use Local Greetings: You are not likely to offend anyone in Israel by trying to use
the country's traditional greeting. Just as Americans do not take offense to visitors from
other countries saying “hello,” you are welcome to use the Israeli greeting “shalom”
when you visit. It will help you blend in with the locals. The literal translation of the
traditional greeting is “peace,” and it is used for both hello and goodbye across Israel.

e Do Respect Jewish Holidays: Respect the Jewish holiday, the Sabbath, which starts at
sunset on Friday and ends at sunset on Saturday. Islamic owned businesses will be closed
all day Friday and Christian businesses all day Sunday.

e Do Respect Body Language and Personal Space: Shaking hands is the normal way of
greeting an Israeli business contact. If possible, avoid shaking with your left hand, as the
left-hand is considered unclean (particularly by Arab Israelis). Personal space is much
smaller in Israel than in North American and Asia, and Israelis will put a hand on your
shoulder or your arm during conversation. If an Israeli invades your personal space, stay
where you are. Taking a step back will offend your partner.

e Do Ask Questions: Be curious about the places you visit. In Israel, there is a proud
culture among its citizens. They enjoy talking about their country, the sites to see, the
Jewish religion and even politics. You should not shy away from talking to locals about
these subjects if you are in a conversation with a person who knows all about the area.

e Do observe dietary laws: Remember that many Israelis have a variety of dietary laws.
Inquire after them before hosting a luncheon or dinner.

e Do leave a tip: Israeli waiters, and Tel Aviv waiters in particular, live off tips rather than actual
salaries, so tipping is very common, and quite high — at about 10-15% of the meal. In fact, tipping
is so common, it would be considered very rude not to leave one. Even if the service was bad, it is
customary to leave no less than 10%, and if you were happy with the service, leave around 15%.
You may, is most places, ask for the tip to be included in your card payment. Note that Israelis
aren’t shy at all, and perhaps even too direct — the waiter will have no problem walking you out of
the restaurant and ask why you didn’t leave a tip.
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Don’ts

Don’t Smoke on Saturday: Smoking is considered ill manners at certain times or in
certain places in Israel. You will want to observe no-smoking signs wherever you are in
Israel, but keep in mind that smoking is in direct violation of the "Shabbat," a religious
day observed on Saturdays in Israel. If you can refrain from smoking that day, that’s a
plus. Otherwise, you should at least avoid doing it around religious places or in the
presence of Orthodox Jews, who may find it offensive.

Don’t touch an orthodox person of the opposite sex: Orthodox Jewish laws restrict physical
contact with a member of the opposite sex unless it is a close member of the family such as
spouse, parent, child, or sibling. Even though there are many different observance levels, and
most Israelis would have no issues at all with the matter, very Orthodox Jews make sure to keep a
safe distance with a member of the opposite sex, so don’t be surprised if they ask to move seats
on a plane or a bus to avoid accidental touch.

Don’t Jaywalk: Even though it is mandatory in Israel to stop at every crossing where a person is
waiting, no driver in Israel can be trusted to pay attention. The driving in Israel is a little crazy as
locals are always in a rush, and not very patient. Never cross the street without carefully looking
around, and make sure no one is speeding at you from both directions.

Don’t be alarmed to see armed soldiers: everywhere: Army service is mandatory in Israel, so
each and every 18-year-old, boy or girl, will be drafted into the Israeli Defense Forces. It may be
shocking at first to see armed soldiers walking down the street holding hands, enjoying lunch at a
restaurant, or even sitting at the beach, but bear in mind that this is completely normal in Israel
and those weapons are only there for defensive purposes.

Sources:
http://traveltips.usatodav.com/dos-donts-visiting-israel-

100873 .htmlhttp://traveltips.usatoday.com/proper-dress-code-travel-israel- 106003 .html

https://theculturetrip.com/middle-east/isracl/articles/1 1 -things-vou-should-never-do-in-israel-

ever/

Page 2 of 2



Dress Code

General

Dress codes are pretty simple and are common sense in Israel, but there are a few rules to
consider. Business attire for official meetings tend to be more casual and men may not
wear neckties, but they will not be surprised or disturbed if USG officials wear them
(high-level USG visitors do). Make sure you pack conservative clothes for visiting any
religious sites. Men should not wear shorts or go without shirts around these sites. When
visiting Jewish shrines or memorials, it is also proper for men to cover their heads. Often
there will be a complimentary yarmulke, a small skullcap, available to visitors who need
to cover their heads. Women should not dress in anything that exposes bare legs or
shoulders while visiting a holy site.

Ultra-Orthodox Jewish Neighborhoods

Some Israeli cities house neighborhoods with strong ultra-Orthodox beliefs. If you plan
to visit one of these neighborhoods, Meah She’arim in West Jerusalem is an example,
ensure you are dressed appropriately. For men, this means not wearing shorts, but for
women the list of requirements is longer. Female travelers should avoid wearing trousers
or jeans — select a long skirt, ideally well below the knee, and a blouse that covers your
shoulders and upper arms. The U.S. State Department warns that people failing to dress
appropriately in these neighborhoods may be assaulted, stoned or spat on.

Arabic Neighborhoods

The West Bank, Old Jerusalem and East Jerusalem are all societies dominated by an
Arabic value system. Again, this has an impact on the styles of dress considered
appropriate. Never wear shorts or an outfit that leaves your midriff bare — in Arabic
society this is considered unacceptable. Women traveling alone should only visit these
areas with a companion, ideally male, because cultural values are such that Muslim
women rarely go out by themselves.

Religious Sites

It’s always wise to dress modestly if you plan to visit religious sites, whether they are
Christian, Jewish or Islamic. Both men and women should avoid wearing shorts or tops
with short sleeves or that leave the midriff exposed. At Jewish places of worship, men
should keep their heads covered, but no hat or head covering is needed in a Christian
church. If you are in doubt, ask before entering the building

Sources:
http://traveltips.usatoday.com/dos-donts-visiting-israel-

100873.htmlhttp://traveltips.usatoday.com/proper-dress-code-travel-israel-106003.html
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