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U.S. Post-Consumer Plastic Recycling Trend
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Production Capacity: U.S. Virgin Plastic Producers vs Recyclers
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Recycled Plastic Is More Expensive than Virgin Plastic/Resin
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PCR CHDPE = Postconsumer Resin colored High Density Polyethylene 
PCR NHDPE = Postconsumer Resin  natural (colorless) High Density Polyethylene
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1. The use of plastics saves resources and reduces GHG, benefiting the planet.
2. The use of plastics creates massive pollution at its end of life, severely harming the planet.



Again, without a change in consumption patterns, such as expecting to get fruit from thousands of miles away or cook what we buy within 
days, we will have more food waste and more GHG emissions with the elimination of plastic.
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Packaging Efficiency = Reduced Need for Resource Use
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One pallet of plastic film packages the same number of diapers as 14 pallets of 
paper board resulting in significant energy savings.



Barriers to the Circular Economy 

©2020 More Recycling, a business of Stina Inc. All rights reserved.

8

Average Cost to
Landfill in the U.S.

<2.5¢/lb.

Recyclers bear the cost to source bales 
(effecting the value prop for collectors), ship 

and reclaim

Cost to Reclaim HDPE Bottles

>50¢/lb.

HDPE Virgin Resin Available
on the Spot Market

25¢/lb.

In Europe x2
2017 Plastic

Recycling Rate

8.4%



Recycling Actions and Drivers

Collection and the Business 
of Recycling 

Production of 
Recyclable 

Products and 
Packaging 

Use of Recycled 
Content

Demand

Supply

Design for Recycling
Elements of Recyclability
• Market Compatibility
• Consolidation to Market
• Recycling Access

Demand Drivers
• Producers to Use Recycled 

Content in their products 
and packaging

• Business and Citizens to 
Buy Products with 
Recycled Content

• Verification of claims and 
methodology used to make 
claims of recycled content

Recycle Right
Produce Recycled Content
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Tools we offer to create transparency: Buy Recycled Products Directory
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Recycling Market Development Platform – CircularityInAction.com
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Thank you
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