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March 26, 2008

The Honorable Stephen Johnson, Administrator
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20460

Dear Administrator Johnson:

I understand that you and a substantial number of EPA staff members are planning a trip to Australia, and that this
trip has made you unavailable to testify before this Committee on certain important matters through much of April.

I am deeply concerned that you will be spending a large amount of scarce agency funds and staff resources on such
an expensive trip while the President has proposed a series of devastating cuts in EPA’s budget for environmental
programs. For example, for this year (Fiscal Year 2008), President Bush proposed to cut EPA’s budget by over
$500 million dollars from the previous year’s enacted levels. [ am dismayed that again this year the President is
proposing to cut EPA’s funds. The President would cut hundreds of millions of dollars from EPA’s budget for
such important activities as reducing pollution of streams and lakes by sewage treatment plants, cleaning up
hazardous waste sites, conducting global warming research and programs, ensuring environmental justice, and
carrying out many other crucial programs. If your goal is to learn about actions to address global warming, |
suggest that you visit California, which has moved ahead aggressively with greenhouse gas controls. I invited you
to testify in January in California on global warming pollution from vehicles, but you declined.

In order for the Committee to understand your trip and its implications, please provide the following
information:

1. How many staff and at what levels will be participating in your trip or doing advance work for it? For
cach staff person, please indicate the time that they will dedicate to the trip, how long they will be on
travel, and where they will go.

2. What is the estimated total cost of this trip, how much funding will be left in your office’s international travel
budget once the trip is completed, and from which accounts are the funds coming?

3. Will there be sufficient funds for you and EPA staff to travel to the G8 meeting and other important
international meetings later this year?

4. What are the specific reasons for the trip? Will you dedicate comparable time and resources to
environmental programs with Mexico, India, China, Canada, and other established international EPA
priorities?

5. When, how, and by whom was this trip identified as a high priority?

Please provide answers to these questions before you depart, and no later than March 31, 2008. If you have any
questions, please contact Erik Olson of the Committee’s staff at 202-224-8832. Thank you for you attention to

this important matter.

Sincerely,

L%

Barbara BoXer
Chairman
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