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We are here today to perform our Constitutional duty to advise the President on his nominees. 

Mr. Greg Nadeau has been nominated to be the Administrator of the Federal Highway Administration.  Ms. Kulinowski has been nominated to be a member of the Chemical Safety and Hazard Investigation Broad.  I want to thank both of you for being here today. 

Beginning with the first nominee - Mr. Nadeau became the Acting Administrator of Federal Highways in December 2013 and has been with the agency since 2009, previously serving as Deputy Administrator.  In addition to his current position as the Acting Administrator, he serves on the DOT’s Freight Policy Council, providing advice on the development and implementation of federal freight policy.

Before becoming the Acting Administrator, Mr. Nadeau served as a senior policy advisor to then-Governor Angus King and then as the Deputy Commissioner for Maine’s DOT. Earlier in his career, Mr. Nadeau served in the Maine House of Representatives. He has the support of the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials as well as both of his home state Senators, Senator Collins and Senator King. 

The Administrator of Federal Highways is an extremely important position for this Committee and I look forward to discussing with you how we can continue to accelerate delivery of highway projects. 

Now for the next nominee before us - Ms. Kulinowski may not be known to most of us; although I do note that she spent a year as a Congressional Science Policy Advisor in Senator Markey’s office, back when he was in the House of Representatives. 

This is the second CSB nomination hearing we have had.  We heard from Vanessa Sutherland in April.  As we discussed with Ms. Sutherland, the Chemical Safety Board is a deeply troubled agency.   

Since our April hearing, Board Member Griffon has stepped down – his term ended June 24th.  Board Member Engler is now the chief executive for the board.  Mr. Engler has taken action to address the mismanagement, harassment, and turmoil at the CSB by putting Managing Director Daniel Horowitz and General Counsel Richard Loeb, on administrative leave.  

It is important to point out, these two employees were the subject of an investigation by the EPA Inspector General as well as the House Oversight and Government Reform Committee, for harassing other employees, for using private email accounts to hide their plans for operating the CSB from other board members and CSB staff and then subsequently delaying information requests from the EPA IG until the IG finally contacted the White House for assistance, and for delaying CSB investigations.  It is also important, that this mismanagement resulted in President Obama calling for former CSB chairman Rafael Moure-Eraso’s resignation in response to these investigations and a request from Senator Rounds and me in March this year.  It is important to the basic functioning of the CSB that the investigation Mr. Engler and the CSB began has the resources it needs to be completed to further reform the CSB.   

I look forward to discussing this development with Ms. Kulinowski and hearing her views on how to improve management of and work environment at the CSB.  
3

