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Madam Chairman, Ranking Member Inhofe, and members of the Committee,
thank you for inviting me to testify on state and local transportation perspectives.

I am Bill Kennedy, Yellowstone County Commissioner in Montana. I
serve both urban and rural interests, representing approximately 148,000 people,
including Billings -- Montana’s largest city at just over 100,000 people.

I have also served on both Montana’s Highway Commission and the
congressionally-authorized Infrastructure Financing Commission, which produced
a 2009 report examining funding needs and financing mechanisms.

[ am acutely aware of the funding challenges this Committee confronts.
Still, the American people need mobility, safety, smart investment -- and
especially right now, jobs, jobs, and jobs. But at this point, they lack “investor
confidence” because they don’t really see what their investments provide -- other
than earmarks. And states, like Montana, are growing apprehensive about letting
projects, due to uncertainty as the program continues to grow more overdue by the
day. I fear we will continue to go through one extension after another, much like
the overdue F.A.A. bill, which was recently extended for the 18" time.

Montana desperately needs the federal-aid highway program. Despite
being the 15™-highest in state fuel taxes, we could never adequately maintain our
interstates, arterials, and county roads by ourselves because we have one of the
lowest population levels and one of the lowest per capita income levels in the
nation. Meanwhile, we accommodate tens of millions out-of-state users annually
for tourism and freight movements. The highway program is also critical to jobs
in Montana where unemployment in the construction sector exceeds 20 percent.

We need a 21% Century road network. Nearly half of Montana’s primary
and secondary arterials are at the end of their design life, and one in 13 bridges is
structurally deficient according to a recent survey. We need to modernize for
safety reasons.



We need a better north-south network to accommodate NAFTA movements
because Montana shares a long border with Canada.

We need local buy-in on projects in order to generate support for this
program at the ground level.

We need to continue investments in rural roads where the fatality rate
remains stubbornly high.

We need a truly national freight program that recognizes each state’s
individual needs.

I also think we need rural planning, project streamlining where smaller
projects with limited environmental impacts have a simpler path to project
approval, and continued county road eligibility.

But, mostly, what we need is action. We need a bill. Whether it is the
standard six years or even just a two-year bill to buy time while we hopefully have
a national discussion about what we as a nation need and want, what we need is
certainty. And, we need it soon, or we will fail to see the jobs benefits by 2012
because obligations naturally take months to finalize.

Once again, I thank the Committee for inviting me to speak on behalf of my
constituents and my state this morning.

Sincerely,

.

Bill Kenn€dy
Yellowstone County Commissioner

BK/ptb



» Hot Topics:

* Highway 87 crash
* Boozy culture

» Horse sale

+ Senior bowlers

* Deep snow

» Bison in road

* Union rally

» CASA volunteers

Home / Néws / State And Regional News / Montana News

Survey finds structurally deficient Montana bridges

» Story
* Discussion

Survey finds structurally deficient Montana bridges
Associated Press The Billings Gazette | Posted: Saturday, April 2, 2011 11:10 am | No Comments

Posted

Font Size:
Default font size
Larger font size

o 1

. Recommend One person recommends this. Be the first of your friends.

MISSOULA — A new survey finds one of every 13 highway bridges in Montana is structurally
deficient, and that an average of 80,000 motorists a day cross what the report ranks as the top
three busiest bridges in the state that are in that category.

The report released this week by Transportation for America says federal guidelines peg a bridge
structurally deficient if it has a major defect that requires significant maintenance or replacement.

The busiest bridges with problems are one over the Missouri River in Great Falls, the Russell
Street Bridge in Missoula, and the Madison Street Bridge, also in Missoula.

In all, the survey found 391 Montana bridges structurally deficient.



That's 7.6 percent of bridges statewide. Nationally, the survey found 11.5 percent of bridges to be
structurally deficient.

Copyright 2011 The Bitlings Gazetie. Al rights reserved. This material mav not be published. broadeast. rewntien or redisiributed.

Posted in Montana on Saturday, April 2, 2011 11:10 am Updated: 11:20 am. | Tags: Bridges,
Transportation For America,
Share This Story

Print Email ShareThis
Other Stories

¢ Test megaload scheduled to start moving Monday

* Montana teen charged with sexual assault on 4-year-old

GOP leadership tested as end of Montana legislative session nears
Gallatin County settles deputy pay dispute for $3.7 million
Foster-care advocate salutes CASA volunteers

2 Montana men convicted in Nevada on fraud

Tester introduces bill to reimburse veterans traveling to Vet Centers

Sponsored Links

Man_"Cheats" Credit Score

He Added 126 Points To His Credit Score Using This
1 Simple Trick.

www.thecreditcardconnection.org

RealAge Official Site
Feeling over the hill? You need to take the free

RealAge test today!
www.RealAge.com

$79/Hr Job - 264 Openings

Make $79/hr Working From Home. As seen on CNN
& FOX News.

www.homenetpro.com/jobs

Ads by Yahoo!



	Testimony of William Kennedy (2).pdf
	Chairwoman Boxer Bridges Article - Montana

