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Case Study 5 

1. Project Summary 
SPK#2014-01031 
The total project area is approximately 3,000 acres in size 
Due diligence efforts to determine agricultural operations to avoid WOTUS 

2. Issue: 
a. Corps requires the inclusion of puddles resulting from vehicular disturbance that form 

after rain events in the middle of a dirt road used for farming practices. 

b. Corps requires the inclusion of erosional areas within existing agricultural roads as well 

as erosional areas that developed at the roads edge as a result of vehicle tires. 

3. Supporting Information:  
Exhibit A – Aerial photograph showing dirt ranch roads used to access gas wells and cattle 
feeding stations.  
Exhibit B – Photos of representative puddles and erosional features in dirt roads that Corps 
asserted jurisdiction on.  
Exhibit C – Delineator’s notes from site visit with regulator contained within an email 

4. Details: Following the submission of the delineation of WOTUS on the entire 3000 acre ranch, a 
site visit with consultant and Corps regulator was conducted, resulting in the Corps attempting 
to take jurisdiction of additional features, including over 50 small depressions within dirt and 
gravel roads, as well as erosional features that developed at the roads edge. Notice water bottle 
in Exhibit B, picture A for scale. Additional pictures are features that the Corps requested be 
mapped as WOTUS. Despite, the lack of any hydrological connection and considering that many 
of the so called “wetlands” created in the roads were not present before the roads were 
established the Corps advised to include the features on the delineation map and label them as 
jurisdictional. There are over 6 miles of dirt and gravel roads on this ranch. Exhibit A is a focused 
area depicting representative examples wherein the Corps required the mapping of isolated 
WOTUS in dirt roads. The applicant disagreed with Corps and withdrew his delineation and 
request for jurisdictional determination. Exhibit C describes the delineator’s notes from a site 
visit with the Corps regulator. Notable excerpts from these notes are the requirement to map 
farming roads as wetlands. 

5. The agricultural project is suspended indefinitely. 

 


















