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For Immediate Release                                                        Contact:  Peter Rafle (202) 302-7086 cell 

October 23, 2009 Kate Gilman (202) 207-8639 cell 

 

U.S. Senate Committee on  

Environment and Public Works 
 

Key Changes in the Chairman’s Mark 

The Clean Energy Jobs and American Power Act 

(S. 1733) 
 

 Specifies Distribution of Emissions Allowances 

The Chairman’s Mark specifies the distribution of the allowances established under the 

Pollution Reduction and Investment program.  The allocations place emphasis on 

investments in the following areas: 

o Energy Intensive and Trade Exposed industries  

o Small local distribution companies (including rural electric co-operatives)  

o Transportation grants 

o Agriculture and forestry 

o Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy 

o Advanced energy research 

o Credits for early action 

o Energy efficiency and renewable energy worker training 

o Nuclear worker training 

 

 New Provisions To Address Clean Coal Technology  

o The Chairman’s Mark includes new provisions to stimulate development of 

commercial-scale carbon capture and sequestration (CCS) technologies 

o The bonus allowance program is modified to allow for advanced payments of 

bonus allowances for early actors with a requirement that funded projects will 

achieve at least a 50% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions.   

o The Chairman’s Mark includes provisions that require coal fired power plants to 

meet emissions performance standards once sufficient commercial-scale CCS 

technology has been deployed, while also ensuring timely reductions in global 

warming pollution from coal plants.  

 

 Increased Investments in Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy   

o The Chairman’s Mark increases investments in utility-scale renewable energy 

generation. 

o The 25 percent set-aside for local governments for energy efficiency and 

conservation block grant continues unchanged. 

o The Retrofit for Energy and Environmental Performance (REEP) program is 

guaranteed a share of the allocation provided to states for energy efficiency and 

renewable energy. 

o Allowances are also dedicated to energy efficiency programs, including a specific 

requirement that states use some of these funds for thermal energy efficiency 

projects.  
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o Priority is given to low and moderate-income households and a dedicated portion 

of the energy efficiency set-aside is reserved for low-income households and for 

public housing retrofits. 

o The Chairman’s Mark includes a new program that authorizes the EPA 

Administrator to provide assistance to owners and operators of buildings in the 

United States that implement energy efficiency measures that meet Energy Star or 

other relevant standards. 

 

 Reducing Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Increasing Investments in the 

Transportation Sector 
o A new allocation program with increased investments is established specifically 

to fund transportation projects that reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  Funds are 

provided for the “Clean-Tea” planning and performance grants program and for 

Transit formula grants. 

o The Clean Vehicles program is modified to place a stronger emphasis on the 

domestic manufacturing of advanced technology vehicles, including transit 

vehicles.  

 

 Enhanced Agriculture and Forestry Provisions 

o A more robust supplemental agriculture and forestry program is included with 

allocations throughout the life of the bill.  The Supplemental Agriculture and 

Forestry Greenhouse Gas Reduction and Renewable Energy Program is 

strengthened to ensure measurable reductions in global warming pollution.   

 

 Directs Assistance to Rural Communities 

o The Chairman’s Mark increases allowances for small electric Local Distribution 

Companies, including Rural Electric Cooperatives, which will benefit rural 

electric consumers. 

o The Chairman’s Mark includes a new program to provide grants to states and 

non-profits to improve air quality by replacing outdated wood stoves. 

 

 Promotes Advanced Renewable Fuels 

o The definition of biofuels in the Renewable Fuel Standard is clarified to make 

clear that algae-based and other advanced fuels are included. 

 

 Enhances the Role of Tribes 

o Tribes are recognized in a number of ways throughout the Chairman’s Mark.  

Tribes receive guaranteed allocations for the energy efficiency and renewable 

energy program.  The Chairman’s Mark also enhances the role that Tribes will 

play in a number of programs in the bill. 

 

 Bigger Market Stability Reserve 

o To maintain price certainty and prevent market manipulation, the size of the 

market stability reserve is increased in the Chairman’s Mark. 

 

 Greater Assistance for Small and Medium Refineries  

o Small business refiners are given additional time to comply with the Pollution 

Reduction and Investment program.  In addition, the domestic fuel production 

allowance program focuses on small and medium refineries. 
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