June 4, 2012
Re: Transportation Reauthorization Conference
Dear Senators and Representatives on the Conference Committee:

As leaders of Chambers of Commerce from across the country, we recognize that
our nation faces many difficult economic and financial challenges. Maintaining a
strong infrastructure, creating jobs and controlling government spending are three
of those challenges. As the conference committee on transportation
reauthorization nears the deadline, we call on you to write bipartisan
legislation that addresses the urgent transportation needs of our nation and
send it to the House and Senate for approval. A strong bill will adequately
invest in our infrastructure, advance mobility and save and create jobs.

Our coalition sent letters in August and September of last year and February of this
year, urging Congress to pass a robust transportation reauthorization. Since then,
our coalition has continued to grow, united in agreement that transportation and
infrastructure investment plays a critical role in our nation’s economy to support
commerce and create jobs, while laying the groundwork for 21% century
competitiveness.

We applaud the fact that both the Senate and the House have advanced proposals
for immediate consideration because we see transportation infrastructure as a top
priority for our cities, states and nation. Nine short term extensions have only
served as a stop-gap to addressing our long-term needs.

We specifically encourage you to consider the inclusion of innovative proposals
that use local and private sector dollars to move projects forward as soon as
possible. “America Fast Forward,” as outlined in the Senate bill, would expand the
existing TIFIA program (Transportation Infrastructure and Innovation Act) to give
state and local agencies the ability to accelerate the financing and construction of
local highway & transit projects.

The signers of this letter understand the significant demand for federal dollars.
With so many in the construction industry out of work and the cost of projects at a
historic low, passing a robust transportation reauthorization by June 30" is the best
thing Congress could do to provide certainty to our transportation planners and put
America back to work and on the right track for the 21 century. We strongly
urge the conference committee to write a bill that addresses the urgent



transportation needs of our nation and send it to the House and Senate for

approval.
Thank you for your leadership.
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