
The Honorable Harry Reid 
Majority Leader 
Un ited States Senate 
The Capitol , S-221 
Washington, DC 20510 

CJanitcd ~tatc.s ,;ecoetc 
COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051G-6175 

November 17,2009 

The Honorable Mitch McConnell 
Minority Leader 

United States Senate 
The Capitol , S-230 
Washington, DC 205 10 

Dear Majority Leader Reid and Minority Leader McConnell : 

One of the best ways to spur job creat ion and economic recovery is through infrastructure 
investment. That is why a longer ternl extension of the surface transpo rtat ion program is so 
impo rtant to maintain ing o llr nation"s vital bridges, roads, public transportat ion and other related 
in fras tructure, restoring our economy and creat ing good jobs fo r Ameri can worke rs. 

In Ju ly, the Committee on En vi ronment and Public Works, the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportati on, and the Commi ttee on Banking, I-lousing and Urban Affairs each 
reported an 18-month ex tension of the surface transportat ion program prio r to the expiration of 
the 2005 surface trans portation bill , the Safe Accountable, Flexible, Effic ie nt Transportation 
Equity Act: a Legacy for Users (SAFET EA-LU), with biparti san support. 

We believe a multi -month ex tension of SAFETEA-LU is the best solution. It would give states 
the certainty they need to plan and contrac t for transportation infrastructure proj ects. The 
Department of Transportation estimates that eve ry $ 1 bi llion spent on transport ation and matched 
by the states supports approximatciy 35,000 jobs. It would also give the Department of 
Transportation' s highway safe ty agenc ies the certainty they need to continue implementing 
safety-critical programs that keep motori sts safe on Ollr roads. 

SA FETEA-LU expired at the end of September and, unfortunatel y, the re was o bjection to floor 
consideration of the bipartisan legislation extendi ng these impartal1l pragrams. This necess itated 
twa sha rI term extensions to the surface transportat ion program, a!l ac hed to Cont inuing 
Reso lutions. Sha rt tcrm ex tensions mean less money is available for states, and do not provide 
SWles the ce rtainlY Ihey need 10 keep cruc ial lransparlat ion projects moving forward. 

On a bipartisan basis, we have decided to move forward with a 6-month extension. 
Unrortunately, a small number of Senators conti nue to object and wi ll not allow an extension to 
be considered by the Senate without a cloture vote. 



We urge you 10 file cloture on the Illotion to proceed on the 6- l11onlh ex tensio n and dedicate tbe 
time necessary to complete thi s impo rt ant leg is lat ion, so we can put Am ericans back to work and 
keep our economy moving. 

Senator Barbara Boxer 
Chairman 
Committee o n Environment and 

Public Works 

Senator Ch ri s 1. Dodd 
Chainnan 
Commillcc on Banking, I lous ing and 

Urban A rf'airs 

\ ) ~\ (~-~\¢~-
Senato r John D. ;(OCke~ller 
Chai rman 
Committee on Commerce, Science 

md TranSP0? 
1A.y._ ...... ~~a~ 

Max Baucus 
Chairman 
Commillee on rinance 

Sincere ly. 

-

or James M. Inho re 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Environment and 

Pub li c Works 

Senator Richard C. Shelby 
Ranking ivlember 
COll1m illCC on Banking, Housing and 

Urban Affairs 

y Hutchi son 
RanKing Mem 
Commillcc on Commerce, Science 

and Transportat ion 


