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Honorable Dirk Kempthorne
U.S. Department of Interior
Mail Stop 6242
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20585-0001

Dear Secretary Kempthorne:

Recently some of our colleagues on the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works
sent you a letter advising the Department to stop its work toward promulgating regulations
concerning the Endangered Species Act. We read their letter with great disappointment and
are writing to urge you to publish the proposed regulations expeditiously and in full
compliance with the law.

The Administrative Procedure Act guarantees a transparent and fair process with full
opportunity for public comment and involvement. The regulated community, advocacy
groups, and Members of Congress alike ought not seek to influence rulemaking before the
process begms To the contrary, interested stakeholders should and are in fact encouraged to

fully engage in the public review process, ask the appropriate questions, and voice their
concerns and views.

From all accounts, the draft document, to which our colleagues referred as “troubling,” is an
internal working document that has undergone considerable further review and thus is no
longer relevant. Therefore, in order to allay continued misunderstandings and the unfortunate
injection of politics into the transparent public rulemaking process regarding one of the most
powerful environmental laws in the world, we strongly urge you to publish the proposed

regulations in the Federal Register as promptly as possibl
Sincerely, Q fﬁ

Lar y E. C
anking Member, Committee Ranking Mf:mber, Subcommittee
on Environment and Public Works on Superfund and Brownfields
é)&_g; %/”'—
Christopher S. Bond Craig Thoma
Member, Committee on Environment Member, Cémmittee on Environment
and Public Works and Public Works
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